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Fleury] opposed, that we finally owe the discovery of
n ideal product, a real substitute for white lead in all
s forms, with the property of being harmless, from a
ygienic point of view, which was wanting in white lead,
istly accused of being a poison, which no painter has
isputed, because it was from all time an indisputable
ruth. As far as the Author is concerned, he fervently
opes that hydrated zinc oxide fulfils all its promises,
"he reality of its discovery would then be a real humani-
arian blessing", because it would permit of the abandon-
lent everywhere, without any regret, of the use of a
ery noxious pigment, which was only employed so long,
hrough the want of a similar product having the same
ombined practical and economical properties.
But has Georges Petit by his scientific treatment of
inc oxide succeeded in filling the gap by supplying to
tydrated white zinc these two indispensable properties ?
Theoretically, yes, but from a practical point of view an
nfallible decision cannot yet be given ; because, whatever
t may be during an average period, the beautiful ap-
)earance and condition of the practical trials made with
L paint product, it is necessary at the outset to multiply
hese experiments, and then leave them plenty of time
o produce all their effects. Now the lapse of time
ecognised as necessary to this manifestation comprises
L minimum period of five full and complete years, at the
;xpiry of which one can hope to be able to give a decision
n conformity with the truth. This delay is, here, still
nore necessary, as it is a case in point of a pigment
vhich has to be used as the essential basis of paints and
)riming coats in building1 construction. Therefore, do not